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to secure alternative sources for more
solar panels. Instead, they are worried
about access to oil, coal, natural gas,
and nuclear. That is because wind and
solar aren’t able to meet their energy
demands.

And, sadly, with the energy decisions
the Biden administration has made,
American fuel won’t be there to meet
their needs either. We just don’t have
the physical infrastructure in place to
export. We are producing more than we
ever have—even in this regulatory pur-
gatory—but that just underscores how
much more we could be doing if the
Biden administration’s redtape and
policies were not in place.

Right now, the world is begging for
American leadership; Ukraine is beg-
ging for American leadership; Europe is
begging for American leadership, and
that includes energy leadership.

Putin is emboldened every day that
the Biden administration flails on this
issue.

The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine
is completely heartbreaking. Accord-
ing to the United Nations, as I stated,
more than 2 million people have been
forced to leave their homeland. Tens of
thousands of Ukrainians still in
Ukraine are without food, water, or
power. We have seen the haunting im-
ages of the bombings of schools, apart-
ments, and hospitals, including, sadly
and just horrifyingly, a maternity hos-
pital just yesterday. Civilians are being
targeted. Children are being orphaned.
It is an absolute atrocity.

We cannot leave Ukrainian patriots
and our European allies at the mercy
of Moscow. We must address the poor
energy policy decisions of the Biden
administration in order to unleash full
American energy production, support
our allies in Europe, and stop funding
Putin’s war against Ukrainians.

We should be acting quickly. The se-
curity of the free world depends on
this.

And I thank you for that.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

————
UKRAINE

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, for
weeks, the United States and the world
have witnessed the horrors that are un-
folding in Ukraine, the result of Rus-
sia’s unprovoked and unjust attacks on
a sovereign nation and its people. Inno-
cent men, women, and children have
lost their lives. Homes have been de-
stroyed, neighborhoods and businesses
obliterated. Families and communities
have been torn apart, some never to be
reunited again.

Let’s be clear: The blame for this
chaos and devastation falls directly on
the shoulders of one tyrant—one ty-
rant—Vladimir Putin. And no amount
of hollow justifications, false equivo-
cations, false flag operations, or out-
right propaganda will change that.

Putin, you are responsible. Putin,
you will not prevail. Justice is com-
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ing—coming for you and coming for
your cronies.

And as appalling as the stories and
videos of Russia’s brutality have been,
we have also seen incredible acts of
heroism, kindness, and patriotism from
Ukrainian leaders, the military, and,
well, everyday citizens. The people of
Ukraine have inspired the entire world
with their resilience, with their cour-
age, and with their determination to
live in a free and democratic country.

This past week, I joined my col-
leagues in a call with President
Zelenskyy, and I will say now what we
said to him then. We are with you. And
the people from Nevada, we are with
you too.

From north to south, Nevadans have
come together to voice their support
for the Ukrainian people and their op-
position to Russia’s aggression and
brutality. Nevadans agree that we
can’t sit idly by as Putin continues to
terrorize—terrorize—the Ukrainian
people. The horrific images that the
world has seen, they require action.
They require action. We cannot sit idly
by and do nothing.

Here in Congress, we are working to
give Ukraine more security assistance
and to hold Putin accountable by crip-
pling Russia’s economy. And I call on
every Senator in this body to vote yes
on the omnibus package, which in-
cludes mnearly $14 Dbillion to aid
Ukraine’s fight against Putin’s forces
and to support the Ukrainian people.
This bipartisan legislation builds on
the work that Congress and the admin-
istration have been doing over the past
several weeks to confront Vladimir
Putin head-on.

I applaud the Biden administration
for so forcefully bringing together an
international coalition of partners, a
coalition that stands behind Ukraine’s
cause: the cause for freedom. But we
must do more. We must do more to
support Ukraine, to devastate Russia’s
economy, and to stop Putin’s violent
attacks.

President Zelenskyy made it clear in
our call just this past weekend that
Ukraine urgently needs fighter jets to
defend itself. Let’s heed his call and
work closely together with our Euro-
pean partners that have these jets to
provide Ukraine with the aircraft they
desperately need and to find ways to
compensate or backfill our allies’ sup-
plies.

We also must continue to strengthen
the security of our NATO allies and
demonstrate that the transatlantic
community remains united. And we
must do more to bring Putin’s war to
an end and make Putin himself feel the
full consequences of his horrible ac-
tions. That means hitting Russia’s
economy where they will feel it most:
energy.

Just this week, I cosponsored bipar-
tisan legislation that would end all
Russian energy imports to the United
States. I am glad to see the Biden ad-
ministration responded to this call and
that the United States is now ending
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all Russian energy imports, which are
funding Putin’s cruel, cruel, cruel, and
unprovoked war. I am heartened to see
the United Kingdom follow suit, and I
call on all of our allies to do the same.

Another area where we can put pres-
sure on Russia is through trade. As
chair of the Commerce subcommittee
that oversees trade policy, I strongly
support legislation to strip Russia’s
most favored nation status at the
World Trade Organization. And I am
committed to pursuing additional ac-
tions that would severely weaken Rus-
sia’s economy and drain Putin’s war
fund.

And our efforts are not only about
defending Ukraine and stopping Russia,
though stop them we must. This is
about defending democracy and the
fundamental right of a nation and its
people to choose their own destiny—
the fundamental right of a nation and
its people to choose its own destiny.

America must make it clear that we
will not stand idly by when an auto-
cratic bully decides to invade another
nation without provocation and with-
out justification. The United States
and our allies must leave no stone
unturned to ensure that Vladimir
Putin pays a steep price for his aggres-
sion against the people of Ukraine.

We—we—must continue to serve as a
shield and a beacon for democracy and
freedom for those in need. On behalf of
the Battle Born State of Nevada, I
stand with Ukraine and will continue
fighting to make sure the United
States stands proud and strong as a
beacon of peace and security.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

——

INFLATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to talk about
inflation. And one thing is sure, Joe
Biden is the President of high prices.

New numbers are out today. This
morning, we found that inflation re-
mains the worst it has been in 40
years—40 years. Now, we knew that to-
day’s inflation numbers were going to
be bad for Americans and bad for the
administration, but the numbers today
are worse than people thought.

Prices rose nearly 8 percent in just
the last year. That means we are now
seeing more inflation in the last 13
months under President Joe Biden
than we did in the previous 4 years.
And families are suffering. Prices are
going up, but wages are not keeping up.
Last week, we found out that wages, in
terms of an escalation, had slowed
down a bit, which means that people
are falling further and further behind.
Wages just cannot keep up with the
prices that continue to go up. Month
after month after month, the American
people have found themselves falling
further and further and further behind.

I remember when Joe Biden told all
of us that inflation would be ‘‘transi-
tory.” He kind of laughed about it. He
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